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Philosophy Discussions
Unit 8.1 DB: Social Contract Theory
The social contract theory holds the view that peoples moral or political obligation depends on an agreement or a contract amongst themselves to live together as a society. It describes the relationship between laws and rules that the society agree to live within (Muldoon,2016).
Political, economic and social rights are those rights that every individual is entitled to in the society and which are meant to make the life of the individual bearable. Every person is entitled to have a apolitical opinion, access to economic factors and also right to minimum wages and others. These rights and obligations are fundamental for the well-being of the society (Goodhart, 2016).
The political, economic and social rights are created based on mutual agreement and understanding of all the individuals.an agreement is drafted on the various types of rights that are entitled to the people in the society and thus the term contract. For instance, the right to ensure that every employee is paid the minimum wage required is agreed upon by all relevant parties and the contract is binding to all. This right is protected by the ideas of social contract theory as any dispute that may arise out of this is settled based on the contract agreed upon. The social contract theory, therefore, ensures that all the rights of the society are adhered to by always referring to the contract made.
Unit 8.2 DB: Political Philosophy Comparison
John Locke and Thomas Hobbes re both credited for being the founders of modern political philosophy. The two philosophers advanced views ion the nature of rights that the people in the society are entitled to.
Thomas Hobbes mainly believed that the right form of government was the one that contains absolute monarchy. He believed that people needed a form of authority in order to streamline their behaviour. This stems from the fact that he viewed human beings as being selfish creatures (Watkins, 2017).
On the other hand, John Locke advanced the view that human beings are created free in nature and equal and therefore should not be subjected to a forceful monarch or type of strict authority. He disapproved the notion that people were made naturally to be under an authority (Seliger, 2019).
Both of these philosophers agreed that human beings are allowed to be selfish in nature but differ on the necessary means of how to ensure that this is not excessively. Locke believed that no one has power over another but rather each person has power to punish themselves but not to abuse others while Hobbes believed that for the society to be just, there has to be an authoritarian system of government.
Locke held the view that everyone needs to know their rights to life, property and liberty and that it is the duty of the government to ensure that this is protected. This is different from Hobbes who believed that a government headed by a king is the best solution in terms of ensuring that the life and property of the society is protected.
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